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Something to Celebrate!

Do you have something to celebrate during the upcoming holiday season?  Do you have something to be thankful for this Thanksgiving, something to anticipate this Advent, or something to rejoice over this Christmas?  If I were to be so bold as to answer for you, I would reply with a definitive YES!   For the Nine Weeks from Thanksgiving & Consecration Sunday on November 24th, 2019, all the way through until our Annual Celebration of the Memorial of the Birthday of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on Sunday, January 19th, 2020, we have nine weeks of continual and ongoing celebration as you will see in the Weekly Seasonal Worship Calendar on page 3 below.  Each week will bring its own reasons to celebrate, and you are invited and encouraged to be a part of it all.  


Please take some time to review the many events and opportunities that are presented throughout this Newsletter. 


Make plans to come out to church in the coming months to enjoy the celebrations, but also to enjoy the people.  Over the past 18 months it has been my distinct honor and privilege as Pastor of the First UMC to meet the people of our community of faith.  In virtually every church, the people are the greatest asset, and this is especially the case at the First UMC of Stamford.  There are so many different people of all ages, races, nations and stations in life.  Often times when I am speaking with a church member or regular participant in the life of the church, I will express my joy in knowing one of the other members, and I will say “Do you know . . . ?”  Too often the response that I receive is “Aaaaah, no.  No I don’t.”  If you feel that there are many people that you do not know at the church I have to say that you are really missing out. 

I adamantly encourage you to get to know those church members and friends whom you may not have met.

Are you feeling especially close to God in your daily life?  Do you have a sense of confidence, enrichment, and fulfillment as you take account of your life?  Is there any sense in which you are feeling that God is distant?  Great small group leaders at the church, including Tony Parenti, Liz Outlaw, Cynthia Wicker Williams, Jackie Simmons, Dan MacDougall, and Lum Lee each provide regular facilitation of small groups at the church which are open and available to everyone at various times of the week.  Hours each week are committed to preparing music, liturgy, spoken word, and additional acts of worship to assist you in your weekly devotion to God.  Opportunities for sharing your faith, connecting with God and one another, transforming your life, giving from that which you’ve been given, and serving those less fortunate abound across the ministry of Christ’s church of which YOU are a part!           Let’s Start the Celebration!          Pastor Robb
WEEKLY SCHEDULE

For non-recurring events, please see “winter seasonal church program calendar” on page #4

Sundays

        8:15- 9:15am – A Traditional Service of Word and Table 

        9:30-10:25am – Bible Study in the Lounge

        9:45-10:15am – Chancel Choir Warm-Up Rehearsal 

       10:30-11:30am – A Blended Service of Word and Worship (Holy Communion on First Sundays each month) 

       10:30-11:30am – Sunday School Gathers in Sanctuary at 10:30 - then break out to their Classrooms
       11:30-12:30pm – Coffee and Fellowship hour in the Lounge following Worship
       12:00-12:45pm – (2nd and/or 3rd Each Month) New Membership Orientation – Room #25
Mondays 
        6:00-7:30pm – Youth Fellowship Dinner in McArthur Hall
Tuesdays

       7:00-8:00am – Men’s Fellowship Bible Study

       9:30-10:30am – Small Group Faith Study
       9:30-11:30am – Young Parents’ Group in McArthur Hall

       1:00-2:00pm – Worship Team Meeting in the Lounge
       7:00-7:45pm – Bell Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room  (6:30pm in November/December)
       7:45-9:00pm – Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room  (7:30pm in November /December)
Wednesdays

       10:00-11:00am – Mid-Week Bible Study in the Lounge
       10:30-11:30am – Covenant Group in the Children’s Library
Thursdays

       7:00-8:15pm – Bible Study with Pastor Hewitt in Room 25 – Starting December 5th     
       7:30-9:00pm – Boy Scout Troop 9 meetings in McArthur Hall

Saturdays
       5:00-6:00pm – Informal service of Word and Table at 1116 Hope Street
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Winter Seasonal Worship Calendar
November 24th, 2019 - January 26th, 2020
November 24th – Christ the King Sunday – “Thank You Lord” based on Colossians 1.13-14

A Celebration of Thanksgiving Sunday along with Consecration of our Personal & Financial Covenants

Advent & Christmas Worship Series – “Reasons to Celebrate – How to Make 7 divisible by 4” 
December 1st – The 1st Sunday in Advent – worship theme: “Let it Rise!”  Isaiah 2.1-5
A Celebration of Advent Hope along with Consecration of remaining Personal & Financial Covenants

December 8th – The 2nd Sunday in Advent – worship theme: “Follow the Star!”  Isaiah 11.1-10 
A Celebration of Advent Love through presentation of “Follow the Star” Service of Gospel Music
December 15th – The 3rd Sunday in Advent – worship theme:  “Ephphatha – Be Opened!”  Isaiah 35.1-10
A Celebration of Advent Joy through Healing & Forgiveness and return for the ransomed of the Lord
A Pot Luck Christmas Luncheon Celebration will be shared followed by Council meeting open to ALL 
December 22nd – The 4th Sunday in Advent – worship theme:  “The Test is Cancelled!”  Isaiah 7.10-16
A Celebration of Advent Peace – Brass Instruments, Special Music, & the gift of Immanuel God With Us 
December 29th – The Sunday after Christmas – worship theme:  “The Light of the World!”  Isaiah 9.2-7
A Celebration of Christmas with great hope for the New Calendar Year is Celebrated this day

January 5th – Epiphany Sunday – worship theme:  “More than Words”  John 1.1-18
A Celebration of the Realization of Jesus Christ as the Promised Gift of Advent and Christmas
January 12th – Baptism of the Lord Sunday – worship theme: “We’re in This Together”  Matthew 3.13-17
A Celebration of Baptism with Helena Silva & Hamal Terry and their son and family.
After enjoying fellowship with family of the baptized, ALL are encouraged to meet for Council meeting
January 19th – Human Relations Day, a Celebration of Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday  Isaiah 49.1-7 
A Celebration of the January 15th, 1929 birthday of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
This Sunday Service will be followed by a Celebration Feast in Honor of Dr. King following worship! 
Sermon Series – “Jesus Speaks on Transformation – Change Your Hearts and Lives!”
January 26th – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany – worship theme: “Immediate Change”  Matthew 4.12-23
There are gradual ways that we change and grow over time, but are there ways that we can change NOW?
February 2nd – The 4th Sunday after Epiphany – worship theme:  “More Than Happy”  Matthew 5.1-12 

The blessings of God bring more than occasional happiness.  If lived for Christ, life is eternally fulfilling.
February 9th – Scouting Ministries Sunday – worship theme:  “Beyond the Book”  Matthew 5.13-20
The Scout Manual and the Holy Bible provide a standard for living.  The Spirit calls for a higher standard.
February 16th – The 6th Sunday after the Epiphany – worship theme:  “The Extra Mile”  Matthew 5.21-48
Faith call us above & beyond.  After food & fellowship ALL are encouraged to meet for Council meeting.
February 23rd – Transfiguration Sunday – worship theme:  “The Change that Radiates”  Matthew 17.1-9 
True Christian Transformation is witnessed in both peaks and valleys in everyday faithful living.
Ash Wednesday – February 26th – worship theme:  “The Sacrifice Acceptable to God”  Psalm 51 Recognition of our brokenness and an individual & personal commitment to change our hearts and lives The Ash Wednesday Service will be held at 7:30pm, imposition of ashes and anointing will be offered
Winter Seasonal Church Program Calendar – November-February
For weekly re-occurring events please see weekly calendar on page #2
NOVEMBER

Sunday the 17th  – A Service of Healing and Wholeness – Winter Newsletter Distributed in Worship

Assembly of Thanksgiving Gift Baskets following Worship

23rd – Saturday – 2:00-4:00pm – Family Fun Thanksgiving Event
Sunday the 24th – Christ the King Sunday – Thanksgiving Celebration                              New Members Received  


       1st of Two Sundays when Commitment Cards Consecrated in Worship

                              5:00pm – Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at Temple Beth-El at 5:00pm

25th – Monday – 6-7:30pm – Youth Group Thanksgiving Feast
28th – Thursday – Thanksgiving Day

DECEMBER
Sunday the 1st – The First Sunday in Advent – Lectionary Cycle “Year A” begins


                  2nd of Two Sundays when Commitment Cards Consecrated in Worship



      1-5pm – Sanctuary Open for Viewing of AIDS Quilts

2nd – Monday – 7:00pm – Annual Worship Remembrance of World AIDS Day 
4th – Wednesday – 6:00pm – Pizza followed by “Greening of the Church” (Christmas Decorating)

6th&7th – Evenings – Live Nativity at First Greenwich UMC 
Sunday the 8th – The Second Sunday in Advent – Mission Team Meeting about end of year Mission Funding
14th – Saturday - 2-4:30pm – Family Fun Christmas Event
Sunday the 15th – The Third Sunday in Advent                                                  LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING
17th – Tuesday – LAITY MEETING WITH THE BISHOP – 6:30-9:00pm NEW CANAAN UMC

19th – Thursday – 6:00pm - Homeless Person’s Memorial Service at Bethel AME Zion Church, 150 Fairfield Ave.
Sunday the 22nd – The Fourth Sunday in Advent



 
Children’s Nativity Pageant Rehearsal during the Sunday School Hour

23rd – Monday – 3:30pm meet at church – Youth group Trip to see the Christmas Lights of Manhattan

24th – Tuesday – Christmas Eve Worship Services at 




5pm – including Children’s Nativity Pageant




11pm – featuring Candle Light & Holy Communion
Sunday the 29th  - A Service of Healing and Wholeness – Wesley’s Covenant Renewal
JANUARY
Sunday the 5th – Epiphany Sunday  





                        New Members Received
Sunday the 12th – Baptism of the Lord Sunday – Silva/Terry Family Baptism   CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
Sunday the 19th – Human Relations Day – Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration & Luncheon Fellowship
Sunday the 26th – A Service of Healing and Wholeness – Winter into Spring Newsletter Distributed

Prayer Shawls to be consecrated in Worship
FEBRUARY

Sunday the 2nd – The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Sunday the 9th – Scouting Ministries Sunday – Boy Scouts assist with Worship

Sunday the 16th – The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany                                           LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING Sunday the 23rd – Transfiguration Sunday

26th – Wednesday – 7:30pm – Ash Wednesday Service – Opportunity for Ashes and/or Anointing

Community Correspondence Corner

Tuesday Morning Bible Study –

New Bible study began on November 12th.  There’s still time to come out and be a part of it!!
Scripture and the Wesleyan Way by Scott Jones and Arthur Jones explores how the Bible was central to John Wesley’s faith and the Christian movement he founded. 

In this study we will explore a Wesleyan approach to the Bible and the Christian life with Wesley’s own words. John Wesley discovered a challenging yet hopeful message in the Bible. 

Join us on Tuesday mornings at 9:30. Books are available in the church office for $10. 

Please contact Liz Outlaw for more information.  Thank you!

Reminder…Thanksgiving Food Baskets will be assembled on Sunday, November 17th at 11:45am in McArthur Hall, baskets will be donated to The Department of Children and Families.
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  Join us on Saturday, November 23rd, 2:00pm-4:00pm in McArthur Hall for an afternoon of Thanksgiving themed activities including crafts and games focused on Thanksgiving and thankfulness.

An afternoon of Christmas themed activities focused on the Story of the Nativity will be held on the afternoon of Saturday, December 14th, 2:00pm-4:00pm in McArthur Hall.  In addition to activities such as crafts and games, the children will dramatize the Story of the Nativity, and if they wish, be included in plans for a Christmas Eve pageant presentation to be rehearsed in Sunday School on Sunday, December 22nd, 10:30am-11:45am, and presented at the annual 5:00pm Family focused Christmas Eve Candlelight service.
Support Scouts BSA Stamford Troop 9 at their ‘Paint a Cake’ event on Sunday, November 24th at 3:00pm in McArthur Hall.  $40.00 per cake.  Contact Michelle at mkhessibi@gmail.com to reserve your spot!

Interfaith Service – World AIDS Day 2019 – Monday, December 2, 2019 at 7:00pm First UMC Sanctuary – AIDS quilt panels available for viewing at the First UMC on Sunday, December 1st, 1:00-5:00pm

Christmas Poinsettias will be delivered to our homebound during Christmas.  If you’re interested in participating, order forms will be provided soon, donations needed by December 15th.

Anything new?

Have you moved, changed your phone number or email address?  Please let us know!
Contact the First UMC office at 203.324.1323 or admin@fumcstamford.org   Blessings to all!
Winter
	December 1
	Franklyn
	Fawundu

	December 2
	Elaine
	Dothard

	December 3
	Gregory
	Coffey

	December 6
	Benjamin 
	Collen

	December 7
	Savannah 
	Barge (Joffrion)

	December 8
	Lindsay
	Anom

	December 9
	Tommi
	Kern

	December 12
	Randy
	Kinder

	December 15
	Debbie
	Chann

	December 17
	Jacqui
	Anom

	December 17
	Megan
	Hanny

	December 19
	Beckie
	Anderson

	December 20
	Cameron 
	Kinder

	December 21
	Angela
	Mayfield

	December 23
	Lauren
	Harris

	December 24
	Blanche
	Berry

	December 25
	Judy 
	Walters

	December 27
	Mark
	Nowotarski

	December 29
	Alex
	Richter-Flaig

	December 30
	Don
	Davis


Birthdays

	January 1
	Bernardo
	Phipps

	January 2
	Pat
	Bisset

	January 2
	Sebastian 
	Pierre

	January 3
	Steven 
	Rankin

	January 4
	Steven 
	Johnston

	January 5
	Spencer 
	Rankin

	January 6
	Gabrielle
	Grimmett

	January 8
	Jeb
	Bisset

	January 10
	Danielle
	Polizzi

	January 10
	Michael
	McAdoo

	January 10
	Linda 
	Romano

	January 14
	Angelina
	Smith

	January 15
	Damon
	McArthur

	January 20
	Kristina
	Morse

	January 20
	Stephan
	Morse

	January 21
	Maud
	Smith

	January 26
	Julie
	Hetfield

	January 27
	Nancy
	Bianco

	January 28
	Lisa
	Rankin

	January 30
	Debra 
	Cho


	February 1
	David
	Doo

	February 3
	Ruth 
	Taranto

	February 7
	Nicole
	Harris

	February 8
	Matthew 
	Rankin

	February 8
	Bonnie
	Stunkle Adams

	February 8
	Janea
	MacDougall

	February 8
	Daniel
	McArthur

	February 9
	Elizabeth
	Outlaw

	February 9
	Thomas
	Richardson

	February 10
	Philip
	Case

	February 12
	B. Lum
	Lee

	February 13
	Avery
	Prentiss

	February 14
	Stephen
	Polizzi

	February 15
	Susan
	Garvey

	February 16
	Walt
	Cheruk

	February 17
	George
	Adjei

	February 17
	Sharon
	McAdoo

	February 19
	Caroline
	Elliott

	February 19
	Rowan
	Elliott

	February 19
	Samantha 
	Free

	February 21
	George
	Collen

	February 22
	Jim
	Parenti

	February 22
	Elizabeth
	Brown

	February 25
	Bryan
	Phelps

	February 26
	Iseabailla
	Hewitt

	February 28
	Morgan
	Pierre


ADVENT BOOK STUDIES
There are two distinct opportunities for Advent Book Studies being offered beginning Wednesday, November 20th, and Sunday, November 24th, respectively:

Prospective participants are asked to join us when you can.  Certainly attending all of the meetings has its advantages, but the facilitators will be very happy to embrace all participants whenever they are able to join us! 

Wednesday, November 20th – 10-11am – LIGHT OF THE WORLD – A beginners guide to Advent 


Facilitated by Pastor Hewitt





by Amy Jill Levine
Sunday, November 24th – 9:30-10:30am – HOW HAPPINESS HAPPENS 
            Facilitated by Mr. Tony Parenti




by Max Lucado
A Way Forward
     As our means for accomplishing our Mission, our Vision, and our Primary Tasks are being revitalized, and getting into shape, we have much work to do together to embrace a common and collective sense of teamwork and mutual regard for a fair and efficient process.  

     The months of November and December are so very busy with several different holiday observances and celebrations.  January and February are busy in their own ways, and that busy–ness is compounded by the continual threat of bad weather. 

     To pioneer an equitable way forward, together, Pastor Hewitt proposes three meeting dates to accomplish the important work of the church administrative council and lay leadership team as we end 2019 and embrace 2020:  



Sunday, December 15th – 12 Noon – Church Council Meeting 


Sunday, January 12th – 12 Noon – Leadership Team Meeting



Sunday, February 16th – 12 Noon – Church Council Meeting
     The Church Council is the main meeting of the church, which embraces all members and friends of the church who desire to contribute to the process of doing God’s work.  Reports, proposals and ideas from every area of the church, its ministries and its people should be brought to these meetings for transparent and accountable consideration and consensus in the context of the whole church. 

     The Leadership Team is an interim gathering of leaders from each of the main constituent groups in the church.  Discernment from the leaders of each and every area of our shared ministry is needed to pioneer the most fitting and efficient pathway forward for the church.  The Leadership Team serves in the interest of the Church Council and is directly accountable to the consensus of the Church Council meetings.

      The three meetings proposed are all on Sundays.  This may or may not  be a suitable plan for the next spring quarter of the church’s ministry, but we can decide together.  This proposal is simply a first present step toward establishing a mutual system of determination and accountability that manifests A WAY FORWARD.              
The First United Methodist Church of Stamford

Lay Leadership Teams 2020 (More reasons to celebrate!)
Trustees – Chairperson – Greg Chann

Class of 2020



Class of 2021


Class of 2022

Clemon Williams


Greg Chann
       

Teressa Hatfield

Duane Hill



Joe Drago
      

John Stoddard


Pamela McKoin


Randall Outlaw   

Twanda Bowers   
Staff Parish Relations Committee – Chairperson – Anthony Harris


Class of 2020



Class of 2021


Class of 2022

Suzanne Brown Peters


Anthony Parenti      

Anthony Harris

Lisa Kennedy



Val Liongson           

Nolan Fischer

Susan Johnson Kinder


Lum Lee
        

Cynthia Wicker Williams

Committee on Lay Leadership

Class of 2020



Class of 2021


Class of 2022


Lee Hill



Anthony Parenti                     Susan Johnson Kinder

Lisa Kennedy



Lum Lee


Osby MacMillan

Jackqueline Mclean Markes

Liz Outlaw


Antonia Thompson



Finance Committee – Chairperson – _____TBN___ (Lum Lee Acting Chair)


Treasurers – Teressa Hatfield/Deb Chann
Financial Secretaries – Clarita MacDougall/Sharon Purdy

Payroll Administrator – Anthony Parenti


Lay Leader – Lum Lee



Trustees Representative – Greg Chann


SPRC Chairperson – Anthony Harris             Council Chairperson – The MacMillans (until 6/30/20)


Financial Stewardship Chairperson – Lisa Flaig

              Antonia Thompson (starting 7/1/20)


At Large Members:  Susan Cheruk, Edwin Cho, Clarita MacDougall

Evangelism Team – Team Leaders – Nolan Fischer and Jackqueline McLean Markes

Sharon McAdoo
Twanda Bowers
Mark Hanny

Dona Moses


Susan Cheruk

Rosa Colon

Carol Townsend-Ross  Lee Hill


Antonia Thompson
Lily Carroll

Joe Drago

John Stoddard
Worship Team – Team Leader – Elaine Pope-Joffrion

Gabe Shuford

Lum Lee 
   Elaine Pope-Joffrion

Sheila Liongson

Liz Outlaw

Ruth Taranto     Suzanne Brown-Peters
Evelyn Brito


Jean Courter

Rich Coffey
   Vaneese Thomas

Dan & Clarita MacDougall


Sharon Purdy

Judy Walters       Clemon Williams /Joe Drago/Anthony Harris/Greg Chann

Discipleship Team – Team Leader – Anthony Parenti


Mark Hanny

Tony Parenti 

Lisa Flaig

Jackie Simmons

Maura Miranda
Angelina Smith
Dan MacDougall
Jenna Temple



Alice Graseck

Jennifer Belton
Leola Rosati

Eileen Swerdlick

Stewardship Team – Team Leaders – Yvonne Carmen & Osby McMillan / Antonia Thompson
All Chairpersons and Team Leaders, Lum Lee, Liz Outlaw, Church Council & Charge Conference participants

Mission Team – Team Leader – John Palmer

Vanessa Carroll
Dan MacDougall
Pam Drago

Susan Garvey

Rohini DeSilva
Marcia Kallon

Koby Ofori

Clemon Williams


Lisa Kennedy

Rachel Point Du Jour
Fabian Dupuis

Sandy Abreu


Ruth Taranto

Kim Belton

Clarita MacDougall
Sebastian Pierre
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Additional Small Group Opportunities at First UMC





The Prayer Shawl Ministry - commences on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month, 11:00am – Noon in Room 25.  Note: there are no meetings after November 16th.  Next gathering will be on Saturday, January 4, 2020.  If you’d like to be a part of this gentle and beautiful ministry, please contact Jeanne Courter.





Young Parent’s Group – a gathering of young mothers/caregivers with children up to age 5 every Tuesday morning, 9:30am – 11:30am in McArthur Hall, providing an opportunity to socialize for both children and parents.





Healing Drum Circle – dedicated to healing the wounds of racism and supporting one another in anti-racism action, this workgroup meets the last Monday of the month, 6:00pm – 7:30pm in Room 20.





Stamford Woman’s Club – commences twice a month on Mondays, 10:30am – 1:30pm and on Wednesdays, 1:30pm – 3:30pm in the Lounge.  If interested to learn about this group and how to join, please contact Lynn Grabarz.





FCC/FUMC Book Club – love to read?  This might be the club for you!  Meetings are once a month on Monday evenings from 7:30pm – 9:00pm in the Lounge.  Please reach out to Dianna Shattuck for more information.





The Memory Café – hosted by Hilda Cook, this delightful group of seniors meet the 2nd Wednesday of 


the month, 1:00pm – 3:00pm in the Lounge for fun activities. 





Alcoholic’s Anonymous – meets each Saturday from Noon-1:30pm in the Lounge. 











Family Fun
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