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Exponential Christianity

Over the course of nearly 3 years in ministry together we have been adapting to the possibility of embracing 5 primary tasks as “pillars” of our ministry together here at First UMC of Stamford:

Reaching + Connecting + Transforming + Giving + Serving

Envisioning ministry in relation to these 5 callings is nothing new.  Christian churches of different sizes and contexts have been organizing themselves around these tasks, knowingly or unwittingly, since the church’s earliest beginnings.  The foundational nature of these tasks is evident even in the first iterations of our church membership when we vow to support the church with:
 “our witness, our prayers, our presence, our gifts & our service”
     
In his 2007 book The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, United Methodist Bishop Robert Schase writes that: 


These fundamental practices are critical to the success of congregations. Their presence and 
strength demonstrate congregational health, vitality, and fruitfulness. By repeating and 
improving these practices, churches fulfill their mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.

Bishop Schnase ramped up the identification of these “5 practices” in his book adding an exponential character of commitment, naming them:

Radical Hospitality +Passionate Worship + Intentional Faith Development

Extravagant Generosity + Risk Taking Mission & Service


No matter what we chose to call them, these are our 5 primary tasks as we endeavor to fulfill our mission as a church to make disciples of Jesus Christ in and around Stamford for the transformation of the world, and to grow into our vision of becoming a Truly welcoming, diverse & inclusive, Christ-centered, and socially just community of disciples making disciples.  
QUESTION:  Which of these 5 primary tasks grabs hold of you and motivates you to become active
                        and involved in your life of faith in relationship with your First UMC of Stamford?

REQUEST:  Pray about your participation in your church, and how you might become vitally involved



 in this life of faith through one of these 5 areas of formal ministry in your church?
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The Church Leadership, led by Church Council Chairperson Antonia Thompson, hope to embrace each of the church members in partnership in ministry so that, together, we can envision and work toward a future of faith that honors our past, claims our present, and transforms the future.  
Proposed WEEKLY SCHEDULE

For non-recurring events, please see “seasonal church program calendar” on page #4

Sundays

       9:00am – Bible Study on ZOOM – coordinates 847 3474 1487 
       10:30am – Virtual Sunday School on ZOOM
       10:30-11:30am – Live Stream of worship on our website, and FaceBook, will continue indefinitely
       11:30am – Fellowship Time on ZOOM – coordinates 203 914 7886 

       5:00-6:00pm – Live Stream of Spanish Worship on February 14, March 14, April 11, & May 16
Mondays 

        6:00-7:00pm – Regular Weekly Youth Fellowship meetings are suspended until warmer weather
                 When warmer weather arrives – Youth will have dinner on the Patio each Monday Night
Tuesdays

       7:00-8:00am – Men’s Fellowship Bible Study on ZOOM 
       9:30-11:00am – Young Mother’s Group meets in McArthur Hall

       1:00-2:00pm – Worship Team Meeting on ZOOM – coordinates 203 914 7886
Thursdays

       7:00-8:30pm – Bible Study with Pastor Hewitt on ZOOM – coordinates 203 914 7886 





Topic:  Disciple Bible Study III – Remember Who You Are
                               NEWCOMERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US MARCH 4th & 11th 

       7:30-9:00pm – Boy Scout Troop 9 meetings in McArthur Hall {contact Roger Williams}

Saturdays

       5:00-6:00pm – Live Stream of Celebration Sanctuary - Informal service of the Word

Celebrations of Holy Communion

Communion is still celebrated on the first Sunday of each month

Virtual Holy Communion is Live Streamed on Saturdays & Sundays the first weekend each month.

When we re-gather for worship, Holy Communion will be served hygienically on first Sundays.
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Spanish Language Worship Service
February 14, March 14, April 11, May 16 
               Live Stream at 5:00pm
        fumcstamford.org – “streaming”
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TWO SPECIAL COOPERATIVE WORSHIP SERVICES DURING LENT

Lenten/Easter Seasonal Worship Calendar
Worships themes for Services February 2nd- May 31st, 2020
Ash Wednesday – February 17th – worship theme:  “The Right Kind of Fast”  -Isaiah 58

Recognition of our brokenness and an individual & personal commitment to change our hearts and lives  Two brief services of invitation to Lenten discipline will be held at 7:30am, and Noon.
An hour-long cooperative service will be held on ZOOM at 7:00pm from Greenwich First UMC.
LENT – Theme:  Giving Up Who We Are for Who We May Become
Goal:  Becoming Christ-Like/Christian

February 21 – Savior – Genesis 9.8-17, I Peter 3.18-22, Mark 1. 9-15
February 28 – Teacher – Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16, Romans 4.13-25, Mark 8.31-38
March 7 – Bread of Life – Exodus 20.1-17, I Corinthians 1.18-25, John 2.13-22
March 14 – Healer – Ephesians 2.1-10, John 3.14-21
March 21 – Good Shepherd – Hebrews 5.5-10, John 12.20-33
March 28th– Palm Sunday –  “Popularity & Doing the Right Thing”
April 1st – Maundy Thursday – The Institution of the Last Supper & The New Commandment
April 2nd – Good Friday – “Irony of Ironies”  A Service of Jazz and Blues 
April 4th – Easter Sunday – “Whoever Worships God and Does Right is Accepted!”
Acts 10.34-43, Psalm 118, I Corinthians 15.1-11 & John 20.1-18
The Sundays of EASTER – Theme:  A Study of the Book of 1st John

April 11th – I John – Chapter 1 - What We Have Heard from Him We Announce to You

April 18th – I John – Chapter 2 – Stay in Love With God

April 25th – I John – Chapter 3.1-15 – What Love, That We Should Be Called God’s Children

   May 2nd – I John – I John 3.16-24 – Love, Not in Words or Speech but in Action and Truth
 
   May 9th – I John – I John 4 – God Is Love
 
 May 16th – I John – I John 5 – Love the Parent – Love the Child
 PENTECOST
May 23rd – Pentecost Sunday – “The Holy Spirit” Acts 2.1-21, Romans 8.22-27, John 15.26-27 & 16.4-15
May 30th – Peace with Justice Sunday – “Peace by Proactivity” Isaiah 6.1-8, Romans 8.12-17, John 3.1-17
Spring into Summer Seasonal Church Program Calendar – February-June, 2021
For weekly re-occurring events please see weekly calendar on page #2
February (Black History Month) – Spring Quarterly Newsletter distributed Friday, February 12th
14th – Sunday, Scouting Ministries Sunday – Valentine’s Day Focus in Worship

   5:00pm – Spanish Worship Service Live Stream
17th – Wednesday, 7:30am & 7:30pm – Ash Wednesday Worship Observance
20th – Saturday, 9-11am – Monthly Stamford Stands Against Racism (SSAR) Meeting

28th – Sunday, NOON – 1st Quarterly Finance Committee Meeting

March (Women’s History Month)

7th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council Meeting on ZOOM
12th – Friday - Deposit for Youth Mission Trip to Woonsocket is Due (should be up to $250)
14th – Pulpit Swap – Pastor Hewitt will preach for Darien UMC, as the Rev. PJ Leopold will preach for 1stUMC.
                                 Daylight Saving Time Begins

21st – Sunday, Special Offering – UMCOR Sunday

                        NOON – Membership/Evangelism Team Meeting to ratify process of Welcoming & Growth

28th – Sunday – Palm Sunday

April 

   Holy Week – March 29th–April 3rd


April 1st – Maundy Thursday –  7:30pm – Celebration of the Last Supper


April 2nd – Good Friday –  7:30pm – A Jazz and Blues Consideration of Good Friday

4th – Sunday, 6:15am – Easter Son Rise Worship Service 

           10:30am Traditional Celebration of Worship for Easter with Holy Communion
11th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council on ZOOM

17th – Saturday, 9-11am – Monthly Stamford Stands Against Racism (SSAR) Meeting

18th – Sunday, Special Offering – Native American Awareness Sunday

25th – Sunday – Festival of God’s Creation


          NOON – Leadership/Nominating Team Meeting to discuss future transitions in lay leadership,

                                       and to collaborate on recognitions at June 13th Annual Celebration of Ministry.
May – Summer Quarterly Newsletter Distributed Sunday, May 2nd
1st – Saturday, 9am-6pm – Annual MYRTLE & DOGWOOD FESTIVAL – covid & weather permitting
2nd – Sunday – 4:00pm – Young Artists’ Showcase in the church sanctuary

7th-8th – Friday Night & Saturday – A leadership retreat for all church leaders

14th – Friday - Deposit for Youth Mission Trip to Woonsocket is Due (should be up to $500)



15th – Saturday, 9-11am – Monthly Stamford Stands Against Racism (SSAR) Meeting 

16th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council Meeting on ZOOM
23rd – Sunday – Pentecost Sunday
June
3rd-6th – New York Annual Conference Sessions
13th – Sunday, 10:30am – Annual Celebration of Ministry including “Church Yearbook”

19th – Saturday, 9-11am – Monthly Stamford Stands Against Racism (SSAR) Meeting 
                          5:00pm – Juneteenth – Special Tribute Commemorating the Emancipation of the Slaves
27th – Sunday – A Recognition of all Graduates 


  NOON – Giving Review – Finance leadership review and ratify process of Financial Stewardship

Upcoming Faith Studies

Join us for the following studies.  The books for each of the studies (around $10 each), are available 
in the church office.  All studies are open and available to anyone and everyone.  
Come be transformed by God’s Word, safe small group fellowship, and mutual accountability.  

 Black and White




              The Devil You Don’t Know
 Disrupting Racism One Friendship at a Time



    Recognizing and Resisting Evil 

   Most of us don’t need to make speeches.            

      A book by Father Louis Cameli
We need to make friends. This is the core 


    and a study on the theme of evil
message of Black and White by authors 



    in our everyday lives, facilitated
Teesha Hadra, a young African American 


    by Mr. Tony Parenti on Sundays
woman, and John Hambrick, a 60-year-old


    on ZOOM after Easter 9-10:25am
white man.  REQUIRED READING FOR ALL

He Chose the Nails                   Study for Each Sunday in Lent 9am on ZOOM
What God did to Win Your Heart         February 21 – March 28    ZOOM coordinates 847 3474 1487                             
There were no accidents on the days surrounding Jesus' death. Jesus' last moments were not left up to chance. God chose the path; he selected the nails. Our Lord planted the trio of crosses and painted the sign. God was never more sovereign than in the details of the death of his Son. God didn't have to do all these things, you know. The only required act for our salvation was the shedding of blood, yet he did much more. So much more.             



 
· Learn just how much God loves and cares for you.

· Take comfort that Jesus understands everything you face in this life.

· Remember that there's nothing you can do to earn God's gift.

· Stand firm in the promise that you are forgiven, and you are welcome in God's presence.

Search the scene of the cross and listen for God's gentle whisper, "I did it just for you."

Margaret "Peggy" Halleck has written and published her memoir entitled Margaret Louise Whetstone Halleck: A Life Story. It's a wonderful book, filled with stories of her family, her travels and her faith. Peggy has given a copy to the congregation and it is available to borrow. If you would like to read it, you can obtain it from Administrative Assistant, Eileen Kelly, in the church office Monday through Friday from 9am - 1pm. We ask that you borrow it for just a week.
 
Peggy has inscribed it:
 
"To the congregation of First United Methodist Church which since 1943 has given me much guidance and shared their wisdom and Christian faith with me. I'm eternally grateful."
Proposed Calendar for July-December 2021
July

11th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council Meeting on ZOOM
17th – Saturday, 9-11am – Monthly Stamford Stands Against Racism (SSAR) Meeting 

18th-24th – Youth Group Mission Trip to Woonsocket, RI to renovate homes for the working poor & elderly
23rd-25th – Mission U – An event of the Conference UMW – Stamford Hilton
August – Autumn Quarterly Newsletter distributed Sunday, August 1st
8th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council Meeting on ZOOM
15th – Final Delivery of Back to School Supplies for Covenant to Care

16th-20th – Summer Vacation Bible School
21st – Saturday, 9-11am – Monthly Stamford Stands Against Racism (SSAR) Meeting

30th – First Day of School in Stamford Public Schools
September 

11th – Saturday – Live Music on the Lawn with Food Truck & Mission Fund Raiser

12th – Introduction to Fall Small Group, Bible, & Faith Studies

          Welcome Home Sunday – Invite your Friends & Neighbors – Special Music 

18th – Saturday, 9-11am – Monthly Stamford Stands Against Racism (SSAR) Meeting 

19th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council Meeting on ZOOM
27th – Sunday, Noon – Financial Stewardship Campaign Planning Meeting

October September 15th-October 15th, Hispanic-American Heritage Month
4th – Sunday, World Communion Sunday


          Noon – Mission Planning for Thanksgiving, Christmas, Operation Warm, and e/o/y contributions.

16th – Saturday, 9-11am – Monthly Stamford Stands Against Racism (SSAR) Meeting

17th – Sunday, Laity Sunday

          

Noon – Church Council Meeting on ZOOM
23rd – Saturday, 2-4pm – Trunk or Treat
November – Winter Quarterly Newsletter distributed Sunday, November, 7th
7th – All Saints Sunday – Reading of the Names of the beloved departed.  Daylight Saving Time Ends

14th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council Meeting, or Charge Conference, on ZOOM



 preparation of the Thanksgiving Food Baskets

20th – Saturday, 9-11am – Monthly Stamford Stands Against Racism (SSAR) Meeting 

21st – Sunday – Fruition of Financial Stewardship Campaign
December

1st – Wednesday – Annual World Aids Day Interfaith Worship
5th – Church Council Meeting on ZOOM
11th – Saturday, 2-4pm – Nativity Family Fun

12th – Sunday – Annual Christmas Musical Celebration


 Final Delivery Date of Christmas Gifts for Covenant to Care
18th – Saturday, 9-11am – Monthly Stamford Stands Against Racism (SSAR) Meeting 



  2-4pm – Rehearsal for the children’s Nativity for Christmas Eve Family Service
24th – Friday – 5:00pm – Family Christmas Eve Service Featuring Children’s Nativity and Candlelight



10:30pm – Late Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols with solo musicians.
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    Having worked for Campus Crusade for Christ in his native country of Ecuador, our own Mr. Milton Vargas responds to a call on his life to be a vessel for God’s Word.  Join us Sundays as listed, at fumcstamford.org.





Gathered Good Friday Worship


Joining UMCs from our local area





ZOOM Broadcast Friday, April 2 - NOON


From Pound Ridge UMC


    


ZOOM Details will be communicated


in an upcoming FUMC TALK








Gathered Observance of Ash Wednesday


Joining UMCs from our local area





ZOOM Broadcast Wednesday, February 17


From Greenwich First UMC


            


ZOOM Details will be communicated


in an upcoming FUMC TALK








Pastor Robb





EPIPHANY – Theme:  The Difference that Faith Makes


February


February 7 – 5th Sunday after the Epiphany – Isaiah 40.21-31, Mark 1.29-39 – God’s Greater Reach





February 14 – Valentine’s Day – The Lessons of Saint Valentine
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