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Toward Unity – Synchronizing our Visions and our Dreams . . .


As we have made our way through January, the first part of the year is past and we begin to be fully enveloped in the challenges and opportunities of 2020.  Since Christmas, our worship and study of Scripture have reminded us of the first parts of the ministry of Jesus Christ.  We have recently focused on Christ’s baptism, and the call of the first Disciples.  Together, we recognize that in His baptism, Jesus consented to “be initiated” by John.  John would have prevented Jesus, saying “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  Jesus said, “Let it be so now, John, for in so doing we fulfill all righteousness.”  After spending forty days and forty nights in the wilderness, Jesus began his earthly ministry, but first, he chose twelve disciples to go with Him.  Christ did not set out to accomplish his mission entirely by himself.  


If Jesus Christ agreed to be initiated and chose to walk with others, then far be it from you and me to endeavor to walk this journey alone.  As we move toward our own observance of 40 days in the wilderness through the upcoming season of Lent, I invite you to begin to look toward your sister and brother members and friends of the First United Methodist Church, and to consider agreeing to walk together on the journey of faith as individuals, families, as a church, and as part of the broader world.  


During Lent, we will consider the theme The Right Relationship is Everything.  This relationship is firstly understood in terms of our relationship with God through Christ.  This same relationship, however, is manifested in our relationship with Christ through love and care for one another.  Jesus said, “just as I have loved you, you therefore also ought to love one another.”  


On Easter Sunday we will celebrate that “God is GOD, and God loves YOU!”  The YOU that God loves is you yourself, and everyone that you know and come into contact with.  Our Easter mission is to make personal invitations to people to draw near to God that God might draw near to them.  The power and glory of Easter will be realized in our coming together as a re-born, re-newed, re-united, fellowship of Christian believers around the book of I Peter in the weeks after Easter.


Finally, our movement through Lent and Easter will culminate in the celebration of the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost on Sunday, May 31st, 2020.  The lesson of Pentecost is cast in Acts chapter 2.1-21.  In his stirring appeal to the people at Pentecost, Peter recounts that “the young shall see visions, and the old shall dream dreams.”  What a marvelous day it will be when we here at First UMC are able to synchronize our visions and dreams in such a way that we are able to unite our purpose and journey together to the glory of God.  Jesus did not endeavor to walk alone . . . 





neither should we . . .


Pastor Robb
WEEKLY SCHEDULE

For non-recurring events, please see “ seasonal church program calendar” on page #4

Sundays

        8:15- 9:15am – A Traditional Service of Word and Table 

        9:30-10:25am – Bible Study in the Lounge

        9:45-10:15am – Chancel Choir Warm-Up Rehearsal 

       10:30-11:30am – A Blended Service of Word and Worship (Holy Communion on First Sundays each month) 

       10:30-11:30am – Sunday School Gathers in Sanctuary at 10:30 - then break out to their Classrooms
       11:30-12:30 – Coffee and Fellowship hour in the Lounge following Worship
Mondays 
        6:00-7:30pm – Dinner and Youth Fellowship in McArthur Hall
Tuesdays

       7:00-8:00am – Men’s Fellowship Bible Study

       9:30-10:30am – Small Group Faith Study
       9:30-11:30am – Young Parents’ Group in McArthur Hall

       1:00-2:00pm – Worship Team Meeting in the Lounge
       7:00-7:45pm – Bell Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room

       7:45-9:00pm – Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room

Wednesdays

       10:00-11:00am – Mid-Week Bible Study in the Lounge
       10:30-11:30am – Covenant Group in the Children’s Library
Thursdays

       7:00-8:15pm – Bible Study with Pastor Hewitt in Room 20     
       7:30-9:00pm – Boy Scout Troop 9 meetings in McArthur Hall

Saturdays
       
Noon – 1:30 – Alcoholic’s Anonymous meeting in the Lounge


5:00-6:00pm – Informal service of Word and Table at 1116 Hope Street
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Lenten/Easter Seasonal Worship Calendar
Worships themes for Services February 2nd- May 31st, 2020
Epiphany Sermon Series – “Jesus Speaks on Transformation – Change Your Hearts and Lives!”
January 26th – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany – worship theme: “Immediate Change”  Matthew 4.12-23
February 2nd – The 4th Sunday after Epiphany – worship theme:  “More Than Happy”  Matthew 5.1-12 

February 9th – Scouting Ministries Sunday – worship theme:  “Beyond the Book”  Matthew 5.13-20
February 16th – The 6th Sunday after the Epiphany – worship theme:  “The Extra Mile”  Matthew 5.21-48
February 23rd – Transfiguration Sunday – worship theme:  “The Change that Radiates”  Matthew 17.1-9 
Ash Wednesday – February 26th – worship theme:  “The Sacrifice Acceptable to God”  Psalm 51 Recognition of our brokenness and an individual & personal commitment to change our hearts and lives  Three brief services for imposition of ashes and anointing will be offered at 7:30am, Noon, & 7:30pm.
Lenten Sermon Series – “The Right Relationship is Everything”

March 1st – SIN – its origin, its definition, its reach, and its resolution –Genesis 2, Romans 5, Matthew 4
March 8th – The Relationship between Righteousness and Renewal – Genesis 12, Romans 4 & John 3
March 15th – Jesus and The Woman at the Well – John 4.5-42
March 22nd – Jesus and The Man Blind from Birth – John 9.1-41
March 29th – Jesus and The Healing of Lazarus – John 11.1-45
April 5th – Palm Sunday – “Christianity & The One-Hit Wonder” – Matthew 21.1-11
April 9th – Maundy Thursday – Communion & Tenebrae Service – The Narrative of the Passion
April 10th – Good Friday – “Irony of Ironies”  A Service of Jazz and Blues 
April 12th – Easter Sunday – A Celebration of the Resurrection – God is GOD!  And God Loves YOU!
Genesis 1.1-5, Psalm 118, Romans 8. 14-39 & Matthew 28.1-10

Easter Sermon Series – “A Study of the Book of 1st Peter”


April 19th – I Peter 1.1-12 “Thanksgiving for the Resurrection”

April 26th – I Peter 1.13-25 “Appropriate Response – A Definition of Religion at its Best”

   May 3rd – I Peter 2. 1-25 – “The Different – ness of Christ, Christians and Christianity”

 May 10th – I Peter 3.1-22 – “Can I Get a Witness? – Always Be Prepared to Give an Answer”
 
 May 17th – I Peter 4.1-19 – “Refined”
 
 May 24th – I Peter 5. 1-14 – “The Full Circle of Lent and Easter - Leadership Through Service”
May 31st – Pentecost Sunday – “Synchronizing our Dreams and Visions” – Acts 2.1-21
A Special Service recognizing the commitments of those being confirmed.

Lenten/Easter Seasonal Church Program Calendar – February-April
For weekly re-occurring events please see weekly calendar on page #2
February (Black History Month) – Spring Quarterly Newsletter distributed Sunday, February 2nd

1st & 2nd – Saturday Swap Social – 11-Noon – Swap Soups / Souper Bowl Soup Sale

9th – Sunday, Scouting Ministries Sunday – 3-6pm District Leader-to-Leader training at Rowayton UMC

16th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council Meeting following Worship & Fellowship

23rd – “FAT SUNDAY” Family Fun Celebration 5:00pm Pancake Dinner followed by “Wreck it Ralph II”

26th – Wednesday, 7:30am, Noon, and 7:30pm – Ash Wednesday Worship Observance
March (Women’s History Month)

8th – Sunday, 1:00pm – Confirmation Classes Begin in Room 20 – register w/ Pastor Hewitt

15th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council or Leadership Meeting following Worship & Fellowship

           Deposit for Youth Mission Trip to Erie is Due (should be up to $250)

16th – Monday, EVANGELISM FOCUS – Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner, invite a friend to 


join in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.  Consider Book Study: The Celtic Way of Evangelism
20th – Friday, Prepare to begin fasting by Midnight for 30 Hour Famine 

21st – Saturday Swap Social – 11-Noon – Swap Easter & Spring Decorations

21st – Saturday 30 HOUR FAMINE – Youth activities all day – 2-4 Family Fun “feed the hungry” 

22nd – Sunday, Special Offering – UMCOR Sunday

April 

4th – Saturday, 2:00pm – 4:00pm – Family Fun Easter Egg Hunt

5th – Sunday, 7:00am – Palm Sunday Breakfast followed by 8:15 worship


           4:15-6:00pm – Cluster Lenten Study & Fellowship Meal - Diamond Hill UMC in Greenwich

     WORSHIP FOCUS


Maundy Thursday – April 9th – 7:30pm – Celebration of the Last Supper


Good Friday – April 10th – A Jazz and Blues Consideration of Good Friday

12th – Sunday, 6:15am - Easter Son Rise Worship Service at Cove Beach then breakfast at church


             8:15 & 10:30am Services gather for their traditional Easter Celebrations

19th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council following Worship & Fellowship

24th-25th – Proposed Dates for the UMW Tag Sale to raise funds for Missions
26th – Sunday, Special Offering – Native American Awareness Sunday

May – Summer Quarterly Newsletter Distributed Sunday, May 3rd

2nd – Saturday, 9am-6pm – 1st Annual MYRTLE & DOGWOOD FESTIVAL 


8-9:00am – Continental Breakfast in the Lounge



9-3pm – UMW Fund Raiser in McArthur Hall



1-4pm – Afternoon of Live Music on the Lawn with Food Truck & Mission Fun Raiser 



2-4pm – Family Fun Bouncy House and Games for Children on the Lawn



4pm – Planting of the Dogwood Tree and Remembrance of the Legend of the Dogwood

3rd – Sunday – 4:00pm – Young Artists’ Showcase in the church sanctuary

8th-9th – Friday Night & Saturday – Leadership Retreat for all church leaders

15th – Friday - Deposit for Youth Mission Trip to Erie is Due (should be up to $500)



16th – Saturday Swap Social – Swap Garden Items

17th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council Meeting following Worship & Fellowship

31st – Sunday, 10:30am – The Service of Confirmation
Upcoming Faith Studies

Join us for the following studies.  The books for each of the studies (around $10 each), will be available in the church office, or at the study group at the time of its meeting.  The one study that is designed for a particular age group is the Confirm confirmation study.  All others are open and available to anyone and everyone.  Come be transformed by God’s Word, safe small group fellowship, and mutual accountability.  
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                                   The Gospel in Life




The Devil You Don’t Know
                                      Grace Changes Everything




     Recognizing and Resisting Evil 

                                            A study by a NY Times 




     A book by Father Louis Cameli 

                                    bestselling author facilitated                                                  and a study on the theme of evil



          by Liz Outlaw on Tuesdays in                                                in our everyday lives, facilitated 



          in February in the Lounge                                                      by Mr. Tony Parenti on Sundays

                                    from 9:30-10:30am.               



In February in the Lounge from
                                 







 9:30-10:25am.
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                                   Entering the Passion of Jesus 



     A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week




This study, written by New Testament Scholar, Amy Jill Levine, of Vanderbilt University will 




be embraced for study by the United Methodist Congregations of Lower Fairfield County, CT




and considered at a culminating event at Diamond Hill UMC, in Greenwich, on Palm Sunday




April 5th, 2020 from 4:15-6:00pm with a meal and discussion.  Here at First UMC we will study 




the book at each of our Small Group meetings throughout the season of Lent:  




 These occasions will include Tuesday morning 7am men’s group, the Wednesday 10:00am group,



  the Thursday 7:00pm group, and the Sunday 9:30am group.  

                 








  For Personal Enrichment
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Confirm




  The Celtic Way of Evangelism


         Your Faith + Your Commitment +  God’s Call


  How Christianity can Reach the West . . . Again



This Confirmation program for 




A great way to enjoy the legacy


 
All you who have not yet been



  of Saint Patrick for Saint Patrick’s Day.



Confirmed will begin meeting



  Learn about the evangelism techniques
                             
Every other Sunday starting 



  that reached the nation of Ireland.




Sunday March 8th at 12:30pm,



           Join the Youth Group for Corned 
and culminating with a special service of confirmation for



  Beef and Cabbage on Monday, March

each of the participants to profess their faith on Pentecost



  16th, and make a contribution to their 

Sunday, May 31st, 2020 at the 10:30am service of Worship.


  Summer Mission Trip to Erie, PA
Community Correspondence Corner

Tuesday Morning Bible Study –

New Bible study begins on February 4th as we read and discuss Tim Keller’s Gospel in Life: Grace Changes Everything.  This 8-week course focuses on the Gospel and how it is lived out in life – first in your heart, then in your community, and then out into the world.  
Please join us on Tuesday mornings at 9:30am in the Lounge.

Study guide is available in the church office for $8.00.  
Please contact Liz Outlaw for more information.  Thank you!

Reminder…if you’d like to decorate the altar with flowers in honor of or in memory of a loved one, please place your name next to the date of your choice on the flower chart hanging in the link.  Donations are $50.00  and checks should be made out to First United Methodist Church.  Thank you!
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  Looking for family fun? 
Join us on ‘Fat Sunday’, February 23rd, 4:30pm-6:30pm in McArthur Hall for a pancake dinner and a movie! 
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Have you moved, changed your phone number or email address?  Please let us know!

Contact the First UMC office at 203.324.1323 or admin@fumcstamford.org   
Blessings to all!

February and March Birthday List
       

  FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS


                MARCH BIRTHDAYS

February 1       
David Doo




March 1       Ryan Case


February 3       Ruth Taranto




March 1       Kimberly Seitter


February 7
Nicole Harris




March 2       Joan Shepherd




February 8
Matthew Rankin



March 4       Brenda Pantalone

February 8
Bonnie Stunkle Adams


March 5       Kevin Flaig

February 8       Janea MacDougal



March 5       Woody Poulard

February 8
Daniel McArthur



March 7       Likeu Chu Lee

February 9       Elizabeth Outlaw



March 8       Steven Menking

February 9       Thomas Richardson



March 12     Mary Hart

February 10     Philip Case




March 13     Vanessa Richardson

February 12     B. Lum Lee




March 14     Colleen Adams

February 13     Avery Prentiss




March 15     Cheryl Williams


February 14     Stephen Polizzi




March 15     Christine Phelps

February 15     Susan Garvey




March 16     Michael Abreu

February 16     Walt Cheruk




March 17     Charles Owens

February 17
George Adjei




March 18     Fernanda Silva Ashberg

February 17     Sharon McAdoo



March 19     Rosa Colon

February 19
Caroline Elliott



March 21     Tony Parenti

February 19     Rowan Elliott




March 21      Vicki Fischer


February 19     Samantha Free




March 21      Amanda Welch

February 21
George Collen




March 24      James Paight Jr.

February 22
Jim Parenti




March 25      Narie Phipps

February 22
Elizabeth Brown



March 27      Brandon Johnston

February 25
Bryan Phelps




March 28      Timothy McArthur

February 26
Iseabailla Hewitt



March 30      Emma Polizzi

February 28
Morgan Pierre




March 31      Edwin Cho









March 31      Ramzey Prentiss
Anniversaries in March, April & May 


March 1 Carmen & Ramzey Prentiss 


May 1 Fiona & William Lavelle



March 31 Viola & Russell Wright


May 5 Gina & William Rudolph










May 16 Elyce & Steve Brown










May 18 Susan Johnson & Randy Kinder


April 7 Donna & Patrick Tysone



May 20 Cheryl & Mark Nowotarski


April 16 Susan & Michael Garvey


May 20 Dona & Charles Moses


April 16 Julie & Richard Free



May 22 Patricia & Michael Reed


April 19 Sharon & Steward Menking


May 25 Evelyn & Osvaldo Brito


April 19 Marilyn & Steve Johnston


May 26 Debbie & Greg Chann


April 27 Meredith & Justin Kircher


May 30 Shelley & Philip Case
April and May Birthday List
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS


              

  MAY BIRTHDAYS









May 1       Daniel Johnston


April 2
     Kimberly Belton




May 5
     Kathy Harrison

April 3      Donna Tyson




May 5
     Randall Outlaw

April 3      Meaghan Lavelle




May 6       Paul Bisset

April 3      Carly Sheck




May 7
     Marilyn Johnston

April 4      Randy Kinder III




May 7       Jeanne Courter

April 5
     Mary Ann Bernstein



May 7       Carla Wells

April 5      Suzanne Cheruk




May 9       Cynthia Richardson

April 8      Sheilah Noya




May 9       Gaylen Nowotarski

April 8      Kadeja Austin




May 10
     James Lavelle

April 9      Lisa Kennedy




May 13     Yvonne Carmen Powell

April 10    Emma Thompson




May 14      Samuel Palmer

April 13    Rosalie Healey




May 14      Elaine Pope-Joffrion

April 13    Jenna Temple Miranda



May 14      Donna Taber

 


April 15    Shirley Grimmett




May 14      Gabriela Brito


April 21    Franklyn Fawundu




May 15      William Abreu

April 22    Andrew Abreu




May 16      Annmarie Austin

April 25    Christina Drago




May 16      Susan Johnson Kinder


April 25    Stephen Drago




May 17      Bob Pantalone

April 29    Lauren Wilson




May 17      Meredith Outlaw Kircher

April 29    Njambi Wachira




May 17      Stewart Menking










May 17      Mark Shattuck










May 19      Jonathan Palmer









May 19      Pastor Robb Hewitt

   








May 20
      Elfreda Fawundu
    








May 22      Jackqueline Mclean-Markes









May 23      Joe Drago









May 25      Allison Wilson











May 26      Deborah Harris










May 30      Maureen Nevers










May 31      Debra Jagodzinski

Your celebrations are important to us.  If there are corrections or additions to the birthday and/or anniversary lists, please contact Eileen Kelly in the church office.  Thank you!
Proposed Calendar for June-December 2020

June

7th – Sunday, 10:30am - Church Annual Meeting celebrated during worship followed by 


Barbecue Picnic outside of the Lounge.

13th – Saturday Swap Social

11-14th – Thursday-Sunday – New York Annual Conference Meeting at Hofstra

19th – Friday, 7:00pm – Special Tribute Commemorating the Emancipation of the Slaves
22nd – 26th – Early Summer Vacation Bible School Program
July

12th – Sunday, Noon – Church Leadership Meeting following Worship & Fellowship

19th-25th – Youth Group Mission Trip to Erie, PA to renovate homes for the needy & elderly
24th-26th – Mission U – An event of the Conference UMW – Stamford Hilton
August – Autumn Quarterly Newsletter distributed Sunday, August 2nd
16th – Sunday, Noon – Church Leadership Meeting following Worship & Fellowship

16th – Final Delivery of Back to School Supplies for Covenant to Care

17th-21st – Summer Vacation Bible School
31st – First Day of School in Stamford Public Schools
September 

12th – Saturday 2-4 Family Fun Rally Day Intro to Sunday School

13th – DISCIPLESHIP FOCUS – Introduction to Fall Small Group, Bible, & Faith Studies

       – Welcome Home Sunday – Invite your Friends & Neighbors – Special Music 

20th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council Meeting following Worship & Fellowship

27th – Sunday, Noon – Financial Stewardship Campaign Planning Meeting

October September 15th-October 15th, Hispanic-American Heritage Month
4th – Sunday, Noon – MISSION FOCUS – Mission Planning for Thanksgiving, Christmas, 

operation warm, and end of year contributions.

4th – Sunday, Special Offering – World Communion Sunday

18th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council Meeting following Worship & Fellowship

24th – Saturday, 2-4pm – Trunk or Treat  -    EVENING Light the Night Walk for Leukemia in Norwalk
November – Winter Quarterly Newsletter distributed Sunday, November, 1st
15th – Sunday, Noon – Church Council or Charge Conference following Worship & Fellowship

15th – Sunday, after worship, preparation of the Thanksgiving Food Baskets

21st – Saturday, 2-4pm – Thanksgiving Family Fun

22nd – Sunday – STEWARDSHIP FOCUS – Fruition of Financial Stewardship Campaign
29th – Sunday, Special Offering – United Methodist Student Sunday
December

1st – Tuesday – Annual World Aids Day Interfaith Worship

12th – Saturday, 2-4pm – Nativity Family Fun

13th – Sunday – Annual Christmas Musical Celebration
13th – Sunday, Final Delivery of Christmas Gifts for Covenant to Care

19th – Saturday, 2-4pm – Rehearsal for the children’s Nativity for Christmas Eve Family Service
20th – Sunday, Noon – Church Leadership meeting following Worship & Fellowship as needed
24th – Thursday – 5:00pm – Family Christmas Ever Service Featuring Children’s Nativity and Candlelight



   10:30pm – Late Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols with solo musicians.
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Additional Small Group Opportunities at First UMC





The Prayer Shawl Ministry - commences on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month, 11:00am – Noon in Room 25.  If you would like to be a part of this gentle and beautiful ministry, please contact Jeanne Courter for more details.





Young Parent’s Group – a gathering of young mothers/caregivers with children up to age 5 every Tuesday morning, 9:30am – 11:30am in McArthur Hall, providing an opportunity to socialize for both children and parents.





Healing Drum Circle – dedicated to healing the wounds of racism and supporting one another in anti-racism action, this workgroup meets the last Monday of the month, 6:00pm – 7:30pm in Room 20.





Stamford Woman’s Club – commences twice a month on Mondays, 10:30am – 1:30pm and on Wednesdays, 1:30pm – 3:30pm in the Lounge.  If interested to learn about this group and how to join, please contact Lynn Grabarz.





FCC/FUMC Book Club – love to read?  This might be the club for you!  Meetings are once a month on Monday evenings from 7:30pm – 9:00pm in the Lounge.  Please reach out to Dianna Shattuck for more information.





The Memory Café – hosted by Hilda Cook, this delightful group of seniors meet every 3rd Wednesday of 


the month, 1:00pm – 3:00pm in the Lounge for fun activities. 





Alcoholic’s Anonymous – meets each Saturday from Noon-1:30pm in the Lounge. 











Family Fun








Saturday, March 21st


Swap Easter & Spring Decorations 


Let’s brighten our homes after winter! �Join us in Room 25, 11:00 - Noon
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